10 Tips for Entering the FORM Student Innovation Contest 
1. Include an English Translation
If you are submitting an entry in Spanish or French, please include an English translation – you may include a note stating that the translation was done using a translation software. Errors caused by translation are permissible and will not impact your ability to win.
2. Understand the Materials
Note that while some Formica® Laminate patterns are named after cloth, fabric or stone—the materials high-pressure laminate patterns resemble—Formica Corporation does not manufacture these materials. Your design must follow the limits of the product in which they are specified. 
3. Follow Product Limitations
Use Formica® materials within their intended specifications. Technical documents for all products are available here: https://www.formicadocs.info/. For example, high-pressure laminate can be bent to a certain extent through postforming at 325 degrees Farenheit, but it cannot:
· Be twisted like pasta
· Be formed into spheres or globes
· Be shaped into continuous loops or coils
Formica® Laminate must be glued to a substrate like MDF, plywood or another rigid material. Keep this in mind as you develop your design.
Designs that can’t be fabricated aren’t eligible to win. Explore the fabrication and postforming guides located at Formica® Laminate (www.formicadocs.info) and reach out to formica@clynch.com with any questions, allowing 3-5 business days for a response.
5. Size Limitations
Note that designed pieces must be no larger than 6’x6’x6’, or at least able to be broken down to fit inside a single 6’x6’x6’ shipping crate.
Note: You may include real cloth or stone in your design, but they do not count toward the required minimum of three (3) Formica® Brand or FENIX® materials.
6. Follow Submission Guidelines
To ensure your entry is received and eligible to win, please complete the full submission form (including uploading your Design Packet) at http://www.formica.com/studentcompetition, following all noted guidelines on the landing page and in the Entry Guide, and click submit.  
Optionally, your Design Packet may include additional supporting visuals/renderings or CAD drawings. If providing CAD drawings, they must be included in your Design Packet.
Formica Corporation or the FORM judging committee may request additional documents from winners or finalists, but initial submissions should be limited as described.
7. Team Limits
You may enter as an individual or as a team of no more than two. If entering as a team, both members of the team must meet the competition eligibility requirements. Winning teams will be responsible for splitting prizes. 
8. Know the Travel Requirements
While not required, it’s recommended that all entrants from Canada and Mexico understand the legal travel requirements for entering the U.S. upon entering the competition. 
Winners will be notified approximately two months before NeoCon 2026, which will take place in early June 2026 in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. Working to secure the necessary documents to travel, such as your passport and/or visa, in advance may help you successfully obtain them in time to attend NeoCon. 
While travel expenses are included in the prizes, all travel documentation and requirements – including expenses incurred obtaining documentation and approvals – are the sole responsibility of the entrant (s).
9. Personal Video (Finalists Only)
Formica Corporation will contact finalists to request a two-minute video of them introducing themselves and their design to confirm correct pronunciation of names, schools and design titles. The video will be your chance to go into further detail about your design and inspiration for it.
Finalist must be able to provide a CAD drawing so that the grand prize-winning design can be fabricated and shipped to the NeoCon 2026 show in Chicago. 
10. Double Check Your Entry Before Hitting Submit
A distinguished panel of industry leaders will judge submissions and award three winners. For the best chances at creating a winning entry, please review the provided Entry Guide prior to preparing designs and ensure your entry is complete prior to submitting.
